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STORM CHASING USING DRONES

MEDIA PARTNERSHIPSWINTER FORECAST



•WCIA 3 CHIEF METEOROLOGIST

• BEEN IN TV WEATHER FOR 20 YEARS

•GREW UP IN VEEDERSBURG, INDIANA

•WORKED IN TERRE HAUTE, IN; LEXINGTON, 

KY; INDIANAPOLIS IN; SPRINGFIELD, MO 

AND NOW IN CHAMPAIGN, IL

• HAM RADIO OPERATOR WX9KSL

• PART 107 FAA DRONE PILOT

•AVID STORM CHASER/SPOTTER

ABOUT ME





WHAT I DO
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WHAT YOU SEE















VORTEX 2
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WHY PEOPLE CHASE/SPOT STORMS

• ENTERTAINMENT: THE THRILL & 

CURIOSITY - NADERS

• SCIENCE: COLLECTING DATA TO 

LEARN MORE - MESOCYCLONES

• PUBLIC SAFETY: FIRST RESPONDERS 

INFORM PUBLIC -

• MEDIA: TO ENHANCE TV COVERAGE & 

INFORM PUBLIC - TORNADOES



SEVERE T-STORM WARNING



Radar Horizon

Why We Need Spotter Reports

Radar beam cannot see lower portion of storm “B”

Radar

A B



First seen at the 

Illinois State Water 

Survey on April 9th, 

1953 from the radar 

in Champaign at 

Willard Airport!

FIRST RADAR HOOK ECHO



THE IMPORTANCE OF CONFIRMATION

• NOT EVERYONE TAKES A WARNING SERIOUS

• IT'S JUST ANOTHER WARNING, NO BIG DEAL

• DANGER MUST BE PROVEN

• A RADAR WITH THE COLOR RED DOESN'T CUT IT

• VISUAL EVIDENCE MAKES PEOPLE ACT

• SOCIAL SCIENCE HAS PROVEN PEOPLE WILL 

ACT WHEN THEY SEE THE DANGER 

THEMSELVES, A WARNING OR SIREN ISN'T 

ENOUGH FOR MANY PEOPLE AS THEY'VE 

BECOME DESENSITIZED.











SOURCE OF THE WARNING

DOPPLER RADAR INDICATED

VS

SPOTTER/LAW 

ENFORECEMENT/MEDIA



APARTMENTS



APARTMENTS







BECOME A SPOTTER





Taking a picture with your phone



Taking a picture with your phone
Don't do it vertical, always do horizontal.
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HOW MUCH SNOW TO CANCEL SCHOOL





LOTS OF BROWN = A MILDER WINTER

LOTS OF BLACK = A COLD HARSH WINTER













WHAT I DO

WARMER COOLER













MY WINTER FORECAST

TEMPERATURES:

ABOVE AVERAGE

SNOWFALL:

ABOVE AVERAGE



MY WINTER FORECAST

TEMPERATURES:

ABOVE AVERAGE

SNOWFALL:

ABOVE AVERAGE 25"-30"















WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

WE ARE ALL 
WORKING 

TOWARD THE 
SAME GOAL

WE WANT TO 
HELP KEEP THE 
PUBLIC SAFE 

AND INFORMED

MEDIA & PUBLIC 
AGENCIES 

SHOULD WORK 
TOGETHER MORE

MEDIA ISN'T 
THERE TO STIR 

THINGS UP

WE UNDERSTAND 
YOU HAVE A JOB 
TO DO, BUT SO 

DO WE



WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

WHEN WE ARRIVE ON SCENE WE 
JUST WANT BASIC INFORMATION

WE DON'T NEED THE FULL STORY, 
BUT SOME INFO IS BETTER THAN 
NOTHING

WE WOULD RATHER HAVE BASICS 
THEN JUST SPECULATE FROM 
WHAT WE SEE ON SCENE

GIVE US A TIME FRAME WHEN 
YOU MAY BE ABLE TO GIVE US AN 
INTERVIEW WITH MORE DETAILS



WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

DESIGNATE A PERSON 
WHO WILL HANDLE MEDIA 

INQUIRIES ON SCENE

WE WOULD RATHER NOT 
HAVE TO TRACK SOMEONE 

DOWN AT HOME WHO 
MAY NOT EVEN HAVE THE 

FACTS

WE GET PHONE CALLS AND 
SOCIAL MEDIA QUESTIONS 

AND WE WANT TO HELP 
THE PUBLIC KNOW WHAT'S 

GOING ON

NOT THERE TO 
SENSATIONALIZE, WE JUST 
WANT THE FACTS RIGHT & 

HAVE THE ABILITY TO 
RELIEVE PUBLIC FEAR AND 

SQUASH RUMORS



WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

TALK TO US LIKE YOU 
WOULD TALK TO A 
FRIEND OR LOVED 
ONE. REAL TALK, 

CONVERSATIONAL.

ALWAYS LOOK AT 
THE REPORTER AND 
NOT THE CAMERA.

WE LIKE SOUND 
BYTES THAT INVOKE 
EMOTION. NOT JUST 
INFO. WE CAN GET 
THAT OFF CAMERA.

DON'T BE NERVOUS, 
WE CAN ALWAYS 

START OVER IF YOU 
MESS UP. (AS LONG 
AS WE AREN'T LIVE)



WORKING WITH THE MEDIA

JUST 
CONTACT US. 
REACH OUT. 
LET'S WORK 
TOGETHER.

A NEW GRANT 
FOR 

SOMETHING, 
WE'D LOVE TO 

COVER IT

DID YOU GET 
A NEW FIRE 

TRUCK, LET US 
KNOW

WE WANT TO 
DO OTHER 

GOOD 
STORIES, AND 

THE PUBLIC 
WANTS THAT 

TOO

WE WANT TO 
DO STORIES 
THAT AREN'T 

JUST THE 
BREAKING 

NEWS ALL OF 
THE TIME





@KevinLighty

Meteorologist

Kevin Lighty

Kevin Lighty

QUESTIONS?


